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A a ri 3 a era fa m e s . 

^JIHE most important question, ever brought before any 
A Legislature, is now depending. ! shudder, when I re- 
flect, that thrs question is to be determined by a human, and 
consequently by a fallibie tribunal ; some members of which, 
from the habitoal exercise of unrestrained power, may forget 
" that all men are created equal ; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that among 
these are life, liberty^ A single vote under such a 

bias, stimulated perhaps by self interest, may commit the 
happiness of millions of the human family, in a country of 
boundless extent, not only for the present, but for the time 

\vb 'ch is heroaftes" txj be rcvcalc<l^ \s. there nxnj at this en- 
lightened period, so hardy, as to deny the declaration of our 
independence? Talk even with the advocates for the exten- 
sion of slavery to the new and uncultivated regions of the westj 
and they will acknowledge that it is a great calamity. 

It is a disgrace to the American name. It is a blot on the 
human character. We may apply to the African slavery of 
this country what has been said of the slave trade by the au- 
thor of the Edinburgh Review, that " it is an evil, the most per- 
nicious, if only because the most criminal, that ever degraded 
human nature* It may be termed, a war waged by men" 
against the rights of man ; " carried on, not by ignorance and 
barbarism, against knowledg'3 and civilization ; not by half 
famished muliitudes against a race blessed with all the arts of 
hfe, and softened and eifeminated by luxury; but as some 
strange nondescript in iniquity, waged by unprovoked 
strength against uninjuring helplessness, and with all the pow- 
ers wiiich freedom and equal laws had enabled the assailants 
to develop, in order to njake barbarism more barbarous, and 
to add, to the want of political freedom, the most dreadful and 
dt'ba5j[ig personal sulTcring. Thus, all the effects and in/In- 
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entfis of freedom arc eoiployed to enslave ; the gifts of knovv^l- 
edge to prevem the possibility of iilumination ; imd powers^ 
which cou!d not have existed but in consequence of morpliiy 
and religion to perpetuate the sensual vices, and ward off the 
emancipating blow of Christianity*" 

That African slavery originates in treachery, violence, blood- 
shed and murder, is proved beyond a possibility of doubt, 
by the volumes of testimony adduced before the British Par- 
liament- on the various questions respectipg the slave trade, 
and parlicolariy for its abolition. The victims of slavery are 
seized in their native land, chained together and stowed in 
the gloomy, infected caverns of the slave or prison ships, 
from whence, those who do not die by the extremity of suf- 
fering, are brought out and sold in open market, like cattle 
for the shambles ; by which process, they and their posterity 
are doomed to toil, to labor, and spend their lives for the ex- 
clusive benefit of others; scourged and dnven to their daily 
task, by some wretched negro driver, or cruel master, whose 
povrer extends, not merely to correction, but to torture and 
to life. " If aristocracy,'' (said Mr. Wilberforce,) " had 
been thought a worse form of government than monarchy, be- 
cause the people had many tyrants instead of one. how ob- 
jectionable must be that form of it, which existed in our colo- 
nies ; arbitrary power cou|d be bought there by any one who 
could buy a slave. The foriousness of it was doubtless restrain- 
edhy an plpvation of mind in many, arising (ram a con- 
sciousness of superior rank and consequence; but alas ! it 
was too often exercised there by the base and vulgar." 

In the volumes of testimony above referred to, innumerable 
instances of cruelty to slaves are proved, which will compare 
with that of the master, who commanded the surgeoa to am- 
putate the leg of bis slave^ because he had attempted to escape 
from the scourge of the tyvdinU The surgeon hesitated, and 
be deliberately broke the leg of the unfortunate man, and then 
told the surgeon, that he must amputate it to save his life ; or 
with that of the overseer who murdered a slave by throwing 
him into a cauldron of boiling sugai% for which no punishment 
was inflictedw 

^' It has been shown," (said another British senator) " but 
never disproved, that the colonial laws were inadequate to the 
protection of the slaves ; that the punishments of the latter were 
most unmerciful ; that they were deprived of the right of self- 
defence against any white m^n ; and in short, that the system 
was torajly repugnant to the British constitution." 

! doubt not that there are many slave holders who aim to 
treat their slaves with humanity, aod kindness : but these^ be- 
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mg commonly gentlemen of education, and fortune., who do not 
perhaps reside on, or suj^M-infcnd their estates, delegale their 
power to others, who frequcnily abuse the authority {)ut inio 
tiieir handso 

After all the palliatives that can be suggested, still slavery 
is slavery, and it canrjot be said of it that its yoke is easi^,'^^ or 
that its burthen is lightJ^ 

Arbitrary power" (said Mr. Whltcbread) " would spoi! the 
hearts of the best.- — Hence would arise tyranny on ijie one 
sideband a sense of injury on the oiherc Hence the pt^ssions 
would be let loose, and a state of perpetual enniity would fol- 
low., 

He needed only 16 go to the accounts of those who defended 
the system; of slavery, to show that it w^^s crocl. He was 
forcibly struck last year by the expression of an honorable 
member, who was ac advocate for the trade, ivho, when ho 
came to vspeak of the slaves, on selling olT the stock of a plan- 
tation, said, that they fetched less than the comoion price be- 
cause they were damaged. Damaged! what, were ihey 
goods and chatties ? What an idea this to hold out of our feb 
low creatures ! We might imagine how slaves are treated if 
they were spoken of in such a manner. Perhaps these unhap- 
py people had lingered out the best pari pf their lives in (he 
service of their master^ Able then to do.biudtttie, thuy were 
sold for little; and the remaining substance of their sinews 
was to be presae<]oiU. by anoiher;, yet more hardrned than the 
former, and who had made a calculation of their vitals atcor- 
dingly» 

As another proof, he would mention a passage in a pam- 
phlet, in which the autiior, describing the happy sM nation of 
the slaves, observed, that a good negro never wanted a char- 
acter : a bad one would always be detected by his weals and 
his scars. What was this but to say, that tln^re were inslrT^ 
ments in use, which left indelible Qiarks behind them ; and who 
would say that these were used justly ? 

" An honorable gentleman, Mr. Vanghan, had j-aid, tliat .^rt- 
ting aside siavery^ the slaves were better off than the poor iri 
this country. But what was it that we wished to abolish ?- - 
Was it not the slave trade, zvhich would destf'oy m tirtir the crv- 
f>l distinction he had mentioned ? The same' honorabie gen- 
tleman had expressed his admiration of their resignation buf 
might it not be that resignation which was the consequence oi 
despair V 

Yes, ye philanthropists of the east, hear Uie language of ?hc 
republicans of the west ; and blush at what ye hear. In Ko-'(h 
Carolina, in 1801, Boon was indicted and found guilty of wil 
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liiliy .itid iiuiliciousi}- kiiliiif; a slave ; a,nd when brougfit up h> 
r(>c*^ivc judfrmoiil, Had, Judg-e, oh.scrv'cd, We have ^^en, 
llvdt a villein is called the kinp;'3 suhjcct •, that the king had a 
rii>-iit to exact services froin him; the lord's j-)o\ver over him 
weo ucA. absolute : aviiieia couid aoi sue his loi'd, but could 
hrii]?;^ all tnanner of actions a[-!;ainst every other person; he 
migh.L hove ap{)eal against iiis lord for the death of his father, 
Ikca Liltv sec. 18'.) : he mii^ht be au executor and m that capa- 
city sue his lord,'' sec. 191. 

Slaves in tliis country possess no such rights; their con- 
dition is more abject ; 2. Sal. 666 : they are not parties to our 
conbtitution ; it was not made for them. What the powers of 
a master v/ere over his slave, in this county, prior to the year 
?. 774, have not f)een defined; I have not heard that any con- 
victions and capital punishnients took place before that peri- 
od, for killinfy of negroes. By an act of assembly passed in 
April, in the year 1741, cap. 24. sec. 54. it is declared that if 
in the dispersing of any unlawful assemblies of rebel slaves, 
&c. apprehendiiig runaways, &c. in correction, &;c« any slave 
shall happen to be killed or destroyed, &c, the court of the 
country, &:c, shall piU a valuation upon such slave," After no- 
iicing the next section, which secures to the owner or owners 
tlie same right of action which they before had, against any 
person or persmis who shall kill his, her, oi^ their slave or 
slaves, contrary to tiie provisions of the former section. ~~ — 
Tiie judge continues-— It does not' give the action, which 
].)eforc would not lie, but guards it froro such construction as 
would tend to narrow its operation* If then this action would 
have been sustained, it must have been on the ground, that 
slaves were considered as chatties*'^ And as it was not mur- 
der at the common hw to kill a sheep or an ox, or any other 
living chattie, so it was not murder to kill a negro ; though 
done with every circumstance of cruelty and malice — Tiii:i 
monster of cruelty was accordingly discharged, without any 
]^/Uiiishment : without, as far as the report goes, even a repri- 
mand from the court— further to increase the sutTerings, and 
p(M-[)aps to stain his hands in the blood of some other victim 
ul' this miserably oppressed and unprotecte/l race. What, is 
It not more crimitial at conmion law to ki/l a reasonable, an 
arroufiiable, an J an immortal being, than to kill a brute ?-— 
Slianie to the courts, atjd woe to the country whore such ideas 
prevail ; and such deed.^ go unpunished. 

The fact tiiai. there are ivithin the United States, probably 
mo]-e than two {ndlions of l.)eings v.dio are cut off from every 
privdep;*' of society, and that their labours^, their lives, and 
ex cry (iuiig \v!;icb appertains to them, is exclusively for the 
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pleasure and emoiiimcnt of others ; and ibat ihcy are no par- 
tics to ihe coasiiLution, has s^oinethiug in i(. which is awAilly 
impressive. 

What atlachment can they feci for a government, ir, the pri- 
vileges of which they have no participation ? Deprived, by 
their situation, of the right of self delence ; debarred from testi- 
iying, and declared incapable of maintaining any action for the 
most aggravated injury ] ihiy are in more ways than can be 
numbered, exposed to have their feelings wounded, ifoot .ien- 
dered callous by their state of bondage ; and to personal inju- 
ry, and abuse from the merest stripling, and va8;abond, if his 
color is white. If this is their situation as it respects stran- 
gers ; what must it be as it respects those who claim an abso- 
lute dominion over them ? what are they not exposed to sufler 
from negro drivers and overseers, from lordly, avaricious 
and unfeeling oiasters f Though from the ignorance in which 
they are kept, their situation may in some instances be coai- 
paratively tolcrablt^ yet in many, in very many instances, it 
must be cruel, aad distressing beyond what the imagination 
can eonceivco 

This is not all, in Georgia, and perhaps in some other of 
the slave holding states, there is a law, with penalties, which 
prohibits their slaves being instructed ;.lbey are not allowed to 
be taught that there is a God in heaven, thatnthcy are account- 
able beings, that they have immortal souls, nor are they per- 
mitted to learo or i& practice anv moral or reliarious dutv. 
Thouga m a christian country and under the dominion of those 
who call themselves Christians, to them in vain the Saviour 
of the world has appeared ! to them the gospel of truth must 
not be preached ! In the other slave holding states, although 
there is not a positive law, still, custom has established the 
same almost invariable rule. I have been told, by gen- 
tlemen of respectability from other states, that they did permit 
their slaves to be instructed^ Does any one believe that there 
is a God in heaven, who in rightousness governs the world, 
and tiat he will long permit such a denial of his truth, such a 
perversion of right; and that he will not in wrath visit the 
land where such oppressson is practiced f 

I trust there arc some, even among the slave-holders who 
beli«^ve that a Saviour has been revealed. I would ask such 
how they can for a moment tolerate that system of slavery 
vyhichis opposed to every principle of the chnstian dispensa- 
tmn. For what,'' it is solemnly demanded of us, ^' i? a 
man profited if he gain the whole world aj^^fe^ his ow^j 
soul clearly inculcating that the salvatian (f^^P'soul is of 
niore importance than all that the world ran give, Horc an' 
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fhoosaods, nay, hundreds of tliousaiids attliis very }na!r5ent, .n 
the lafid of j-evolation and Chrisdanity, who are designedly 
kept in hcathcfiish itjnoraace atid darkness ; they are not per- 
aiitted to be irjstructed in the gospel of peace ; ihey are 
sent to the eternal world like the beasts that perislnj ignorant 
of the truth. If such is their number at this present mojltient 
rai!lions afid millions will be added to the list of these wretch- 
ed victims, if the present course is pursued. Is there not an aw- 
£ul resiioiisibiliiy, or raigcit I not say there is ao awful respon- 
sibility, attached to evin-^^ one who sanctions, who connives at 
and who doe^ not actually ^xeri his utmost to do away that sys- 
tem of slavery (vom which such horrid consequences result,. 
How will you meet tlie testimony of such witnesses in that 
great day of account, when before the-Almighty Judge, they 
will accuse you, and ail who have beeo accessory to their 
bondage, as leaving their souls to perish for lack of vision ? 
Come forward then, and use your influence to have ihe laws 
repealed prohibiting &lie instroction of slaves : use your influ- 
ence to hdive them instructed ; procure laws to be passed per- 
mitting cooscientious slave holders under proper restrictions, 
to manumit their slaves, which may procure a gradual aboli- 
tion, and thus exonerate yourselves from that load of guilt, 
which h-ings like ei,ipi|bjtone a^round your necks; anfeave your 
country irom the-jej^cts of that bkck and portentous cloud 
which hangs over us. 

. Slaveiiy is riotonly pernicious as it is imm©Fa! ^nd unjust but 
it is totally inconsistent vrith the principles and security of a 
republican government. 

It is an eating ulcer on the very vitals of oor main resour- 
ces as to defence, and a slow poison acting on that constitu- 
tion which is the offspring, aiad has eoDtinaed to be the pro- 
tector of our freedom and prosperity*'^ 

il is remarkable that the United States, which is now per- 
hBps tlie only rea! republican government in the wbrld, sboukl 
be the only government which fosters this bane of «)iit* 
ileal freedom. The governments of the old world, all 
their despotic principles, have refused to admit Afriean slave> 
J y within their bosoms aod have hard!}- permitted its esis- 
U-nce in their renniote islands and colomes. The Judges of 
England areentided to everlasting honour, for that §rm and 
unbiassed decision in the case of Somerset, wh|i;h gives every 
inhabkaotof Great Britaie, a rlg^t to boast thsit as sooh as^^ 
slave sets-bi|^|g§| on-fcitish groimd he is iree*' ' May we mt 
hope that ^^^pd'ualeoiancipation, or by mme other meaps, 
that is .co^^^l. with public safety, thel>lush of- shame irf^y 
He removed, which mw tinges or ought to tinge the s^imte* 



nanoe of every citizen of llie (J ruted State,s, and paFli-Culat-- 
[v ofevery slave holdin<y siate, whenever si;iv8ry is meolfOii- 
e<L f have hc-ud k slated that the single BUite of Mas^ackM- 
srLts furnished more men and supplies to the Unkecl StriT^aj 
luring the revolutionary war, than all the souihero s:*|^i3S«. 
If Ihiss' is true, it must be imputed to liie slave pof>olatiif>n-.ai 
the latter. 

It is an alarming consideration that there are ^law m tM 
sora of the United States, and irsiermised with its fr^fe p0|i!il^- 
tioo, a black aod mixed, or slave po|)«lation of pmh^blf mMn 
than tw5 millioos, who are virtually lo a state of Oiitltw^jrj alii 
not under the protectioa df the civil power ; on whoai thf- 
United States, in case of danger are not empowered to caily 
and over whom for the purposes of defence they have no cois- 
troul ; but who are subject 16 the will, and absolute ^ont^odl 
of their owners or masters ; who may be considered tfe^ 
heads of these moily elans 5 thus fortiiing in the hearC of our 
republican government a s^oui sHiniiig number 0f 
despotisms ; the subjects of each beitig prop*orfi0li^^#b"'wi'te 
maio andmeaiiis of their respective e^ieftlins-, ' Mi'cij, 
think! may be justified in saying- ihe'mo^i ofHM^e-w&tp^mi^^ 
aristocracies', or despotisms, are' the scenes' of lie' te^sffef^lil 
ignorance, and pollution ; where the sul^ectsare ffisMct#ii% 
no duty, himian or 'divine, nor do ihef'm6wmf M^^%iit-ilm- 
will of those from whom they Teceweiielt^m.ak mi tMk 
scars* "•' ' ' 

It 'has b^:€n sh^'j^'n, by statetB.ent$ taken frdia d^eiiffleMg'.- 
whicb cannot mislead, that the effects of sla^es^y in the Kiiiteil 
States, is to lessen the ratio of the whrte^ Snd iacrcale tfe^ 
ratio of the slave or black population^ aiid ifeat the Mac! or 
slave pupulaiidn increases generally, m tie slav^e Mdmg 
states, to that degi-ee faster than tie ftee, o^r- wtiitepop"' 
tion that it ought, from motives tjf public, as well as i 
al safety and security, to alarm ail C0dsid^rat4*mcd | aa 
ticulariy that it oosht td a Waken the slave feeding stat€;§,' ^isi 
the slave holders themselves, from their fat#lethar0% 

Thefeasom why the free or white popisktion dbes-'d.^'iiS'^ 
crease so fast in the slave holding as in the uon-siave Mdkg 
statv'^s, are said to be the luxury and indolence prodoced by a 
state of slavery, which enervates those accustomed M-^ 
bor ; and the want of the means of sopportiog families, todes" 
which, a considerable part pf the whit# popukddii-ai^^l?^^^ 
sariiy pfeed' ;.,.Shd ti'om whiclx i&eyMti^inBOt e:^tti^€ate- Itelil^ 
selves-; ''aS' in cossequ^nee of slavei*y, wbicb makes labor 
task of slaves, it Is drsreputabie to labor. Thei^ is stnotte, 
mote degrading, ■ more- de moral is^log cattse, -Tbi^ ii th^ 
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prGini6CU0U5,, ihf uin-vsivdincd^ the .sha;ju'lf>j-. iiilti cour.^c (vLith 
lou frequently lakes place between die oiaie whiles anil tht- 
female blacks. These poor unfortunatp females, dcbPired 
ih^ meaiis of moral or religious instruction, by their situation, 
bv statute, or by tlie absolute wiil of their masters, have lit- 
tie more to gua rd them o^ainst the unruly pas.sions of the other 
ses, aided by their own natural propensities, than the teasis 
that perish. Marked by color, debased by bondage, aiid 
made to consiller the whites as an order of superior beings, 
they are a prey to thelusls of the youthful wanton^ nnd hoary 
debauchee. That this shameless and abominable ititercourbc 
is ioduiged in the West-indies, and more or less wherever 
sla¥erj is establishedj to a great extent, especially in warm 
climates, we have undeniable proof, from the nuoiber of rau- 
lattoes which swarm, in tliose places : and these do not she n;, 
perhaps, the whole extent of these abominations, which ener- 
vate, disincline, and disqualify those, who practice them, 
from forming more honorable connexions. So far has this 
practice over come all sense oi* morality, or decency in many 
parts, that those who, claim a standing in society as hon- 
orable men, boast their preference of colored females : and 
female blacks are frequently purchased, arid kepi for the 
very purposes of this species of prostitotiofj* 

There cannot be a more demoralizing prfei'ce or example, 
especially to thp^e^ji/i the hey-day of youth. This rasj and 
dangerous indMlgeiice prevents thoosands from forming cgn~ 
m%'iQm^ the niirseries of a creditable offs pmg, which i?oiild 
prove blessings to themselves, and to society* It reduces all 
colors and cosidiiioos to a level; it destroys all that natural 
alfectiofi wlii^^h is the. bond of the social, compact ; it is the 
the death-st/ake of every finer feeling of the human heart. 

Mr, G«. fmin New-Englapd, settliffl in the West-ladies. 
Although he had been taught to consider a connexion with a 
black, aSvalmost bordering op beastialitj, yet giving way to 
custom am^ esaoiple, he took a wench, by whoEihe had a 
large femily. By a of successful professional practice, 

lie accumulated a fortiwe, which went to his collateral kindred, 
leaving ia a a?is^^^ibfy destitute situation, those whom he had 
been the means of bringing into the world, and whom he 
could neither (emancipate or endow* 

f have h?^n informed of the following fact, that a northern 
yelling gemleman being at the southward, and questioning a 
w^aeh, w ha waited qn a young lady to whom he paid atten- 
tion, how she presumi^d to come into his chamber, aiid to his 
bed before he bad risen ; was answei'ed that her young mis- 
tress sent hei\ Considering it as an affront, he spoke to the 
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younf^ lady on the subject, who anfuvered that it was very 
common : meaning that where suitors appeared to be disposed 
to take liberties, young i;idles took this method to secure 
themselves^ and cool the passions^ 

1 cannot say that this is so •, but if true, what a horrid idea 
does it give us of the effect of slavery, which can reduce the. 
taste and moral perception of the bcvst and most refined p^^rt 
of our species, far below the Italiaii standard, where moihers 
hire prostiitites for their sons. ' 

A gentleman, for 'vhose veracity I can vouch, \¥as inl^o- 
duced to a man of property, fortune and credk m the West- 
Indies, by one with whom the latter had been loog acquainteda 
At^ter sitting for some time over a social glass, the West^lndia 
gentleman called a little girl into ihe room, who appeared to 
be twelve or thirteen years of age« This girl, he informed 
his old frieod, was his child—-Thot many years before, he had 
ptirchatsed a negro woman, by whom be had the molher of 
this girl : that when the mother of this girl was of proper age, 
he turned, her mother into the kitchen, and look her 5 and 
that when this girl came to proper age, he should take her : 
concluding his account of this incestuous process, by declar- 
ing with an oath, that he meant to cdritiiiue it tili he had 
whitewashed the breed, 7' ' ' 

In the very repsibiican state of ^fietlrgia, not far from 
Savanaah, a jiian, co-habited with 'a liegro woman, by 
whom' he had a fmily of chiidreS : fit a time, w^en slaves 
cGininanded a great price, he shipped this wmtiSf], and the 
whole of these his own children to the Mavaoiia^ and sold 
them as slaves to the Spaniards, and received for them a large 
sura* He now, perhaps, may be seen riding in his carriage, 
iti the slave holding stiie, with a retinue of half naked negroes 
in his train. What most we say of the state of society, where 
such things are tolerated ? Must we not corichide that tkf^e 
the laws of God and nature are of 00 avail t and L****^ **dgie 
may be a patriot or a samt. 

But I sicken at ihe recital of the cruel and demoralizing ef- 
fects of slavery ; the half of which voiunries would not contain. 

The sufferings of the Africans," (say those able advo- 
cates of the rights of hutnanity §rst quotefl) were calculated, 
no doubt, to make a more rapid arid violent im press iofj on the 
imaginations and bodily sympathies of men ; but tliys dreadful 
depravity-, that of necessity was |>toduced~Dy tt oo'te' imme- 
diate agents of the injustice ; and the further iniliience of such 
corruption on the morals of countries, that are in the habits 
of corfbtaot commercial Inierrourse, and who speak the same 



language , ihese, though not susrp[)Libic of colors equally 
glaring, do yet form a more extcfK-^jve evil— -an evil of a more 
certain, and of a more oieaaiirable kind. These are evils ity 
the form of guiU evil in the most absolute and most appropri- 
ate seUvSe ; that sense in which the sublimest teachers of iiioi'iil 
wisdom, Piato, Zeno, !.f ibnitz, have confined the fippeila- 
tion 5 arid which, therefore, on a well disciplitjed spirit^ will 
make an impression deeper than could have bec« left by mere 
agony of body or even anguish of mind, m propojtion as vic e 
is more tocfu! than pain ; eternity mpxe awful than lime. To 
this may be ad;ded, the fatal eftects oo national morals from 
the public admission of principles, professedly incompatible 
with justice^ and from the deniplof ^ny obligation paramounfc 
lo that of imnaediatq, expediency, coaipai-ed with which even 
state hypocracy may not have been without its good ej^ects. 
Those who estiiaate all measures, institutions and events, 
exclusively by theie palpable. si?id immediate effects, 5?.Fe lit- 
tle qoalified to trace, and less inelined lo believe, the cease- 
less agency of those subtler causes to which the philosopher 
attributes the d^teyiorajioa of the natiotiai character. Yet 
history will voaeh for,, usV if we afSrai, that no government 

er avowedly acted on immoral principles, witlioiit inducing 
a proportional degradation la the virtue and dignity of the in- 
dividuals who form iC|^.!j|nass of the nation.'" 

Th^t in the above,, ilie Br|tis,h wHtCirs refer to the slavery 
of this cQHiatry is evi(]ent from this passage the further 
Huepce of such corruption on the morals of countries that are 
ill the habits of constant cpnaniercial ijUercourse, and who 
speak the same language,^' and as African slavery h not per- 
mitted there or in any part ofEorope. 

If the existence of this slavery strikes the politician with a- 
iarniyj^nd the moralist with horw when thus remote, the ef- 
fect o«ght to be teniofd if it existed within themselves. 

If merely a commercial iptercQurse ivith this country, will 
have such fatal effects on the national morals of other coun- 
tries, we must be contaminated indeed. 

If this evil thus alarms the reflecting statesmen of Europe, 
-what ought to be our alarm, through whose system this poison 
is spreading; in whose bqsoQJ this viper is nursed; and who 
are feediog within ourselves, the ulcer which, if continued, 
wiij ev.^l^ti|aliy coptjume the very vitals of our constitution, the 
protectof ofqur freejiiom, oai: shield of defence. 

If this IS oar situation in this early state of our existence as 
a oationj xjsh^t will it be if slavery is suffered to progress, till 
it produces that consummation of luxury, e&oiinacy, injus- 
tice, oppression, degeneracy, bloodshed, and depravity to 



which ii is approxiinaliii^u For we hwvc ns yci svvn but a 
(;!iir.oieri[ig oi its iaial eflecls, lastead of beings according to 
our boasted pr«lensions, the asyhrm the oppressed, the guar- 
dians of their rights, and (he pole stdr of freedom ; we shall be 
the sink of vice^the abettors and viclims of violence, die hj" 
word and scorn of nations, and the ^ibhorrence of the world! 

The intercourse between the mai^ whites and ibe female 
i)lacks, gives birtjitoa race who endanger the peace of soci- 
ety, where their numbers are considerable ; as they will never 
patiendy suiTer the degradation of their mothers, wliile they 
inherit the pride of their fathers : which is commoniy their 
only portion^ In eases of disturbance, to which they would 
not be unlikely to give rise, their color, the' not absohitely 
l>iack, Would constitute a distinction, and rallying mark, as it 
would between all the people of color, agakist the whites.-— 
I'hat this distirrction of color would render a proscription 
more dreadful than it would otherwise be, suight be presui^ed; 
and is proved by events that are within the recolkctioa of 
many, but which it is needless to mention. The danger to 
which the slave holding states, and io f^et the Union are ex- 
posed (fom this source, is a painful subject, but the blind, and 
i had abiost said infuriated zeal of cfi^ advocates Ibr the 
extension of this curse of our conntrj'^/'M'^.co^ the 
increase of its dangers and horrors, cd^g|5e1s"to a disclosure* 

The following and other considerations, we s&puid sup-» 
pose, would S'gal the lips, and impress with pal^H'<6'iSSy the 
countenance of every slave bolder, and of every crti2:eri of a ' 
hlave holding states that they have within their lerntory and 
limits, more than two millions of people of the above descrip- 
tion ; that they are in the neighbourhood of the West-Indies 4 
that St. Domingo, through the ordeal of a tremendous pro- 
scription, has settled do\rn ondef a black govemiDenC that 
Jamaica, with a population of more than three handred thou- 
sand slaves to twenty thousand whiles, and' other islands 
t"cmble lest they may be called to act their paft. in the revo- 
lutionary drama. 

We should suppose^ that instead of reviling their brethren 
of the North, and of the non-slave holding states, they would 
entreat them, in the gentle and friendly accents of concilia- 
tion, to unite with them to alleviate, and if po«?sihle to esone^ 
rate ®ur country from the load of calatijityv the|^ and 

their predecessors have brought upod ws. I^fe language of the 
slave holding genttcffien, has however, been of a totally dif- 
ferent character. 

At the former session of Congress, Mr. Coulsfop of Vir- 
ginia, accused Mr, Li ver^ore of speaking to the galieriesj 



t-iiid by iiL-, iuoguage, etideavoriiig to es:<-;ite a servile war i with 
ibe addition oflauguage iiltle beiitUtig a member of that body. 

Mr* C, of G,* cb^),rgcd the JiKJveroflhe amendment, Mr. Tai- 
madgc, with having 'bundled a fire, which all the waters of the 
oceatj €onl(] not put out, and which seas of blood could only ex- 
tinguish;" and added, t^at iflhey persisted, it would dissolve 
the union. The ;jgitation and alaroi of the gentlemen showSj the 
fearful apprehensions which they eat ;rtain of their own situa- 
tion. This circumstance ought to alarm every friend to his 
cpuotry. Iftheoune is ready to be sprung, and slavery has 
thafe portentous aspect, that a mere motion to restrict it shall 
bring on a servile war, and kindle a fire " which all the wa- 
ters of the ocean cannot put out ; and which seas of blood only 
can estingusshj^' is it a time to sleep ? Especially wbeo they 
iiitributeto this monster slavery^ the power of dissoiviug the 
union. They either meant, thai if not indulged, the slave 
hoklers would rebel, and thus dissolve the union, or thai a 
servile war would have that effect. They either had rebellion 
in their hearts, or fearful bodings in their minds* 

Mr, Scott from the Missouri Territory, spoke of the Ides of 
J^hrch, QvA Y/arned the gentk^aenj who opposed the exten- 
sion of slavery, to bexvare of the fate of C(Bsar and of Rome, 
This wouldappe^f to imply that he and bis abettors carried dag- 
gers UBdert&ir Soaks, as the conspirators against Caesar did, 
and that tliey would stab their opponents in the Capitol. Less 
equivocal however, is the language attributed to that gentle- 
man, duriog the present session : it has been stated, that, 
be declared on the Hoor of Congress, that unless he and those 
whom he represented, were gratified in their request, they 
would take care of and provide lor thefaseives. 1 am loath ta 
believe that any gentleman would so far fopget the respect 
which he owed to that body before whom he sto<^)d, as to utter 
such language *, or that such language would be permitted with 
iiiipunityo What should we say of a son, who should use such 
language to a father; and those v/ho are appointed to the su- 
preme rule are the public guardians, and our political fathrrs,. 
And shall those who are admitted into the family by adoption, 
on the first exercise of parental power, denounce the unior), 
and publish rebellion within the walls of the capitol ? Wliat ! 
in the senate of a free counCry, shall a member be permitted to 
tiireaten siis opponents with assassination, and to throw the 
gauntlet of deiaoce in the face of his rulers ? 

* Mr, Cobb of Georgia. 

EREc\TA.~- Page 6, itJih line from top for ^joMn/?/,^' rea(^ eouvtry, 

!4ih lioefrosa b»3tt^^ hv^\did pemi-U^''' read did mi 



